
Section 340.10  Purpose and Definitions

a)	Purpose

1)	This Part implements the Local Food Infrastructure Grant Act creating the Local Food Infrastructure Grant Program for the development of local food processing, aggregation and distribution.

2)	Subject to appropriation, monies shall be deposited to the Local Food Infrastructure Grant Fund. The Illinois Department of Agriculture or a nonprofit organization that is exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and that represents farmers, and is subcontracted by the Department for this purpose, shall administer fund and grant awards.

b)	Definitions

"Act" means the Local Food Infrastructure Grant Act [505 ILCS 92].

"Collaborative" or "Collaboration" means two or more entities working together on a project.

"Community" means the county the project is located in and its contiguous counties.

"Department" means the Illinois Department of Agriculture or its designee for administering this program.

"Entity" means a business organization incorporated or registered to do business in Illinois, government entities, and educational institutions.

"Established" means an entity that has been doing business in the agricultural or food sectors for at least three years.

"Farm" means any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were raised and sold, or would have been raised and sold, during the previous year, but for an event beyond the control of the farmer or rancher.

"Farmer" means an agricultural producer that operates a farm or ranch and significantly engages, as an occupation, in farming operations for the purpose of producing a farm crop.

"Financial Information" means assets, liabilities as defined in the Act, account statements from the financial institution used by the entity for each of the 12 months preceding the application, profit and loss statements, any financial audit of the entity conducted in the two years preceding application, and any other information noted on the application or instructions as required by the grant administrator.

"Food Business" or "Food Sector Business" means institutions engaged in producing, processing, distributing, and selling foods; or the business of production of food and fiber, ranching and raising of livestock, aquaculture, and all other farming and agricultural related industries.

"GATA" means the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act [30 ILCS 708].

"Gross Cash Farm Income" or "GCFI" means the farm's annual income before expenses.  Annual income includes, but is not limited to, sale of crops, sale of livestock, farm-related goods and services, cash receipts, farm-related income, and production contract fees.

"High-Need" means the project is:

filling a gap in critical infrastructure for its region or community that is unlikely to be resolved without the grant investment; or

the grant investment will primarily serve underserved farmers and underserved communities.

"Illinois Cooperative" means a co-operative association organized under the Agriculture Co-Operative Act [805-ILCS 315] or the Co-operative Act [805 ILCS 310] or a limited worker cooperative association organized under the Limited Worker Cooperative Association Act [805 ILCS 317].  

"Illinois Resident" means an entity that is registered to do business in Illinois and has its home-base of operations in Illinois as proven by a valid W9.

"Long Term Economic Development" means sustained efforts aimed at improving the economic well-being and quality of life in a community or region over a period of time exceeding two years, with the overall goal of a resilient economy that can adapt to changes and provide opportunities to all residents.

"Match" means funds of comparable investment in the project by the recipient of the award. Methods of providing comparable investment and acceptable providers of matching funds are as described in the Act at 505 ILCS 92/15(3). 

"Material and Substantial Participation" means day to day involvement with the labor and management of the farm or ranch such that without this participation, the operation of the farm or ranch would be seriously impaired.

"Production Agriculture" means the cultivation of corn, soybeans, and forage crops, and rearing of animals. 

"Rancher" means a type of farmer that focuses on raising livestock.

"Small Farm" shall have the same meaning as in the United States Department of Agriculture Census of Agriculture:  a commercial or noncommercial farm operation with a gross cash farm income (GCFI) of less than $350,000.

"Small Food Sector Business" means an entity, operating as a food business or in the food sector as defined above, that is independently owned and operated. Grocery stores, franchised businesses, or restaurants with more than three locations, regardless of shared ownership, are not considered a Small Food Sector Business.  

"Very Small Farm" shall have the same meaning as in the United States Department of Agriculture Census of Agriculture:  a commercial or noncommercial farm operation with annual sales of $2,500 or less.
