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 28 

Section 1507.100  Definition of Terms 29 

 30 

"Candidate" means a resident of Illinois who has not completed a high school 31 

diploma or a State of Illinois High School Diploma. 32 

 33 

"Competency-Based High School Graduation Requirements Pilot Program" 34 

means the program authorized by ISBE [110 ILCS 148/20]. 35 

 36 

"Homeschool Association" means an organization that provides high school 37 

curriculum for home schooled students and certifies completion of their program. 38 

 39 

"Homeschooled Candidate" means a candidate who was taught at home and not in 40 

a public-school setting. 41 

 42 
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"i-Pathways" means an online instructional system providing high school 43 

equivalency preparation for candidates seeking to complete a State of Illinois 44 

High School Diploma. 45 

 46 

"ICCB" means the Illinois Community College Board.  47 

 48 

"ISBE" means the Illinois State Board of Education. 49 

 50 

"Jurisdiction" means the service area for which an administrator or faculty have 51 

authority over a candidate. 52 

 53 

"Residence" means the location and corresponding county for where a candidate 54 

lives. 55 

 56 

"ROE" means Regional Office of Education. 57 

 58 

"State of Illinois High School Diploma" means a high school diploma credential 59 

for candidates who have completed all necessary requirements through high 60 

school equivalency testing or Transcript-Based Alternative Methods of 61 

Credentialing as authorized by ICCB. 62 

 63 

"Transcript-Based Alternative Methods of Credentialing" or "AMOC" means a 64 

high school equivalency pathway for candidates who have already completed a 65 

significant amount of high school or post-secondary education. 66 

 67 

Section 1507.110  Eligibility for Testing 68 

 69 

a) Candidates are eligible for testing without restriction at 18 years of age. 70 

 71 

b) Candidates who are 17 years of age will be granted an age exception approval 72 

under the following conditions: 73 

 74 

1) A candidate previously enrolled in a public or private high school must 75 

provide a withdrawal letter from the candidate's former high school.  76 

 77 

A) Withdrawal letters must: 78 

 79 

i) Be on school letterhead. 80 

 81 

ii) Be physically or digitally signed by a school official. 82 

 83 

iii) Include the candidate's full name. 84 

 85 
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iv) Include the candidate's date of birth. 86 

 87 

v) Include the formal withdrawal date or last date of 88 

attendance. 89 

 90 

B) Transcripts are not acceptable as proof of withdrawal unless the 91 

transcript includes the elements required in the withdrawal letter. 92 

 93 

2) If a withdrawal letter cannot be provided by the former high school, or the 94 

candidate was otherwise not enrolled in high school prior to the 95 

candidate's HSE test date, the candidate must provide documentation from 96 

the local school district or Regional Office of Education serving the 97 

candidate's area of residence indicating the candidate is not currently 98 

enrolled, or required to be enrolled, in a public or private high school in 99 

the candidate's local school district. The withdrawal letter must: 100 

 101 

A) Be on organizational letterhead. 102 

 103 

B) Be physically or digitally signed by staff of the local school district 104 

or Regional Office of Education. 105 

 106 

C) Include the candidate's full name. 107 

 108 

D) Include the candidate's date of birth. 109 

 110 

E) Include the date the letter was provided. 111 

 112 

F) Indicate the candidate is not currently enrolled nor required to be 113 

enrolled in a high school in their area of residence. 114 

 115 

3) A homeschooled candidate must provide documentation either from the 116 

local school district or Regional Office of Education serving the 117 

candidate's area of residence indicating the candidate is not currently 118 

enrolled, or required to be enrolled, in a public or private high school in 119 

the candidate's local school district or from the relevant homeschooling 120 

association or program stating the candidate's program has been 121 

completed.  122 

 123 

A) Documentation from the local school district or Regional Office of 124 

Education must: 125 

 126 

i) Be on organizational letterhead. 127 

 128 
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ii) Be physically or digitally signed by staff of the local school 129 

district or Regional Office of Education. 130 

 131 

iii) Include the candidate's full name. 132 

 133 

iv) Include the candidate's date of birth. 134 

 135 

B) Documentation from the homeschooling association must: 136 

 137 

i) Include the date the letter was written. 138 

 139 

ii) Be physically or digitally signed from staff at the relevant 140 

homeschooling association or program responsible for the 141 

candidate's home schooling. Digital signatures must include 142 

a time-stamp. 143 

 144 

iii) Include the candidate's full name. 145 

 146 

iv) Include the candidate's date of birth. 147 

 148 

4) A candidate is a student participating in a competency-based high school 149 

graduation requirements pilot program authorized by the Illinois State 150 

Board of Education. Documentation must be received directly from the 151 

program and must: 152 

 153 

A) Be on school letterhead. 154 

 155 

B) Be physically or digitally signed by a school official. 156 

 157 

C) Include the candidate's full name. 158 

 159 

D) Include the candidate's date of birth. 160 

 161 

E) Include the testing vendor identification number. 162 

 163 

F) Indicate the candidate is currently enrolled in the program and 164 

request the candidate be allowed to test. 165 

 166 

c) Candidates who are 16 years of age will be granted an age exception approval 167 

under the following conditions:  168 

 169 
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1) A candidate is currently enrolled in the Illinois National Guard's Lincoln's 170 

Challenge Academy. Documentation must be received directly from 171 

Lincoln's Challenge Academy and must: 172 

 173 

A) Be on Lincoln's Challenge Academy letterhead. 174 

 175 

B) Include the candidate's full name. 176 

 177 

C) Include the candidate's date of birth. 178 

 179 

D) Include the testing vendor identification number. 180 

 181 

2) A candidate is a student participating in a qualified alternative learning 182 

opportunities program or regional safe schools program authorized by the 183 

Illinois State Board of Education. Documentation must be received 184 

directly from the program and must: 185 

 186 

A) Be on school letterhead. 187 

 188 

B) Be physically or digitally signed by a school official. 189 

 190 

C) Include the candidate's full name. 191 

 192 

D) Include the candidate's date of birth. 193 

 194 

E) Indicate the candidate is currently enrolled in the program and 195 

request the candidate be allowed to test. 196 

 197 

3) A candidate has received a court order mandating testing as part of a 198 

court-ordered rehabilitation requirement. The court order should include 199 

the candidate's full name and clearly indicate the candidate must complete 200 

a high school equivalency exam. The ROE with jurisdiction over the 201 

candidate will coordinate with ICCB for approval. ICCB must approve 202 

clearance for testing. 203 

 204 

d) Candidates are required to provide valid government-issued photo identification 205 

on all testing days and for all transcript reviews when using the Transcript-Based 206 

Alternative Method of Credentialing in Section 1507.200. 207 

 208 

1) Photo identification must display the candidate's full name, matching the 209 

name used for exam registration, address, date of birth, and photograph. 210 

The candidate will not be allowed to test without a valid government-211 
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issued photo identification and will not be eligible for a refund for the cost 212 

of testing. ICCB will determine acceptable forms of photo identification. 213 

 214 

2) Restricted identifications, including military ID, cannot be used during 215 

check-in for the online-proctored testing. 216 

 217 

3) If the candidate's photo identification does not indicate a valid Illinois 218 

address, the candidate must provide additional documentation to prove 219 

residency as specified by ICCB. 220 

 221 

Section 1507.120  Issuance of the State of Illinois High School Diploma and Transcripts 222 

 223 

a) Transcripts and diplomas will be issued by Regional Offices of Education for 224 

candidates within their jurisdiction and the ICCB for candidates in Cook County. 225 

 226 

b) Transcripts and diplomas for individuals incarcerated within the Illinois 227 

Department of Corrections will be issued by the ICCB. 228 

 229 

c) The Regional Offices of Education and the ICCB will charge a fee for the 230 

issuance of transcripts and diplomas as determined by ICCB. 231 

 232 

d) Honorary State of Illinois High School Diplomas may be issued by a Regional 233 

Office of Education upon approval from ICCB. 234 

 235 

e) Release of Education Records for Deceased Candidates. 236 

 237 

1) Records for a deceased candidate may be requested by the closest living 238 

next of kin. A written request must be provided with both of the following 239 

notarized documents: 240 

 241 

A) Birth certificate or other official documentation showing the 242 

requestor's relation to the deceased. 243 

 244 

B) Death certificate of former candidate. 245 

 246 

2) Records for a deceased candidate may be requested by the executor of the 247 

estate or holder of power of attorney for the deceased. A written request 248 

must be provided with a notarized copy of documentation verifying the 249 

individual's status as executor or holding power of attorney. 250 

 251 

3) ICCB may deny the request in whole or in part after evaluation of the 252 

request.  253 

 254 
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4) ICCB may request additional information before a decision is made. 255 

 256 

f) When a candidate requires a copy of their transcript or diploma as an official 257 

government record, such as to send to a foreign country, ICCB will provide the 258 

candidate a notarized copy of their State of Illinois High School Diploma and 259 

transcript for apostille by the Secretary of State. The record must be signed by the 260 

ICCB High School Equivalency State Administrator. 261 

 262 

g) ICCB will determine official transcript and diploma paper to be used for 263 

candidates. 264 

 265 

h) The Regional Offices of Education and the ICCB will purchase transcript and 266 

diploma paper in a manner and fee determined by ICCB. 267 

 268 

Section 1507.130  Fee Waivers for Hardship 269 

 270 

a) Regional Offices of Education and the Illinois Community College Board shall 271 

waive any required fees, pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/3-15.12, for an applicant who 272 

meets all of the following criteria. 273 

 274 

1) The applicant qualifies as a homeless person, child, or youth as defined in 275 

the Education for Homeless Children Act [105 ILCS 45]. 276 

 277 

2) The applicant has not attained 25 years of age as of the date of the 278 

scheduled test. 279 

 280 

3) The applicant can verify his or her status as a homeless person, child, or 281 

youth. A homeless services provider that is qualified to verify an 282 

individual's housing status, as determined by the Illinois Community 283 

College Board, and that has knowledge of the applicant's housing status 284 

may verify the applicant's status. 285 

 286 

4) The applicant has completed a high school equivalency preparation 287 

course through an Illinois Community College Board-approved provider. 288 

 289 

5) The applicant is taking an HSE test at an official testing center operated 290 

by a regional superintendent of schools or the Cook County High School 291 

Equivalency Office. [105 ILCS 5/3-15.12] 292 

 293 

b) ROEs and the ICCB have discretion to waive any required fees for an applicant 294 

for hardship in addition to the requirements above. [105 ILCS 5/3-15.12] 295 

 296 

Section 1507.140  Maintenance of Records 297 
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 298 

a) State of Illinois High School Diploma records completed by candidates after 299 

December 31, 2013, are the records of the ROE for the county of the candidate's 300 

residence at the time of completion. Records will be maintained by the ROE. 301 

 302 

b) State of Illinois High School Diploma records completed by candidates before 303 

January 1, 2014, are the records of the ROE for the county where testing was 304 

completed. Records will be maintained by the ICCB through a statewide system. 305 

 306 

c) State of Illinois High School Diploma records completed in Cook County are the 307 

records of the ICCB. Records will be maintained by the ICCB through a statewide 308 

system. 309 

 310 

d) State of Illinois High School Diploma records completed through the Illinois 311 

Department of Corrections' facilities are the records of the ICCB. Records will be 312 

maintained by the ICCB through a statewide system. 313 

 314 

e) ROEs may request that the ICCB review backup records, when available, to assist 315 

in locating candidates' records. 316 

 317 

f) ICCB will approve access to technology systems utilized in relation to high 318 

school equivalency testing and the provision of transcripts and diplomas. Access 319 

will only be granted to ICCB staff performing high school equivalency duties at 320 

ICCB, ICCB funded adult education programs, Regional Offices of Education, 321 

and the Illinois Department of Corrections. Access will be limited to the 322 

candidates in the user's jurisdiction. 323 

 324 

Section 1507.150  Approval of Testing Vendors 325 

 326 

The ICCB will approve high school equivalency testing vendors. Determination for approval will 327 

be based on the ability of the vendor to align with State education requirements and viability of 328 

secure testing strategies. 329 

 330 

Section 1507.160  Approval of Testing Fees 331 

 332 

a) The ICCB will approve fees charged by testing vendors for high school 333 

equivalency testing. 334 

 335 

b) The ICCB will approve fees charged by testing centers for high school 336 

equivalency testing. 337 

 338 

c) The ICCB will approve fees charged for the purchase of transcripts and diplomas. 339 

 340 
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d) ICCB will maintain a program to offset the cost of testing for candidates subject 341 

to availability of funds. 342 

 343 

Section 1507.170  Approval of Testing Centers 344 

 345 

a) ICCB will approve high school equivalency testing centers. Testing centers must 346 

submit an application to ICCB for approval. Once approved by ICCB, they must 347 

apply for approval from approved testing vendors. Final approval is granted by 348 

ICCB. 349 

 350 

b) Determination for approval will be based on the need in the area and the ability to 351 

meet testing vendor requirements. 352 

 353 

Section 1507.200  Transcript-Based Alternative Methods of Credentialing 354 

 355 

The transcript-based alternative methods of credentialing option is a high school equivalency 356 

pathway meant to provide an alternative route to high school equivalency completion for 357 

candidates who have already completed a significant amount of high school or post-secondary 358 

education. 359 

 360 

Section 1507.210  Eligible Candidates 361 

 362 

An individual is eligible to apply to complete their State of Illinois High School Diploma 363 

through the transcript-based alternative method of credentialing program if the individual meets 364 

all of the following conditions: 365 

 366 

a) Attended a state-recognized and accredited public or private high school, a state-367 

recognized and accredited postsecondary institution or adult education program, 368 

or a foreign institution of higher education. 369 

 370 

b) Meets one of the following requirements: 371 

 372 

1) Is 18.5 years of age or older and the individual high school graduating 373 

class must be, at minimum, in the third quarter of their senior year.  374 

 375 

2) 17-year-olds are only eligible if the individual's high school graduating 376 

class has graduated, and the individual presents a withdrawal letter as 377 

specified in Section 1507.102. 378 

 379 

c) Does not have a high school diploma nor a State of Illinois High School Diploma 380 

and is not currently enrolled in secondary school. 381 

 382 
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d) Is a resident of the State of Illinois for at least 30 days prior to the initial transcript 383 

evaluation. 384 

 385 

e) Has completed at least 75% (13 credits) of the minimum graduation requirements 386 

as outlined in this Part. 387 

 388 

Section 1507.220  Eligible Schools  389 

 390 

a) Eligible schools for transcript review include: 391 

 392 

1) A state-recognized public or private high school. 393 

 394 

2) A state-recognized and accredited postsecondary institution. 395 

 396 

3) The American School (Lansing IL). 397 

 398 

4) The Illinois Virtual School recognized by the Illinois State Board of 399 

Education. 400 

 401 

5) Foreign institutions of higher education. 402 

 403 

b) Home school programs are not eligible for transcript review. 404 

 405 

Section 1507.230  Credit Requirements 406 

 407 

a) Candidates must provide documentation demonstrating completion of at least 17 408 

credits, equivalent to a year-long high school course, at a state-recognized and 409 

accredited public or private high school, a state-recognized and accredited 410 

postsecondary institution or adult education program, or a foreign institution of 411 

higher education. Credits must include: 412 

 413 

1) At least four years of language arts. 414 

 415 

2) At least three years of mathematics, which must include one year of 416 

algebra and one year of geometry. 417 

 418 

3) At least three years of social studies, which must include at least one year 419 

on the history of the United States. 420 

 421 

4) At least two years of science. 422 

 423 

5) At least one year of elective coursework, chosen from art, music, foreign 424 

language, consumer education, or vocational education. 425 
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 426 

6) At least one semester of health. 427 

 428 

7) Additional credits required to meet the 17-credit minimum may be filled 429 

with elective coursework in any subject area.  430 

 431 

b) Completion of the U.S. and Illinois State Constitution requirement.  432 

 433 

c) Completion of any national reporting system reading assessment at a 9th grade 434 

level. 435 

 436 

Section 1507.240  Filling Credit Gaps 437 

 438 

a) Candidates may fill credit gaps through: 439 

 440 

1) ICCB-funded Adult Education programs. The course title and description 441 

must be specific to the credit gap the candidate needs to fill. An adult 442 

education course which grants three units of instruction shall be 443 

considered equivalent to one year of high school credit in a relevant 444 

subject area. 445 

 446 

2) Post-secondary credit through a recognized and accredited two- or four-447 

year college or university. The course title and description must be 448 

specific to the credit gap the candidate needs to fill. A post-secondary 449 

course which grants three semester credits shall be considered equivalent 450 

to one year of high school credit in a relevant subject area. 451 

 452 

3) i-Pathways curriculum. The course title and description must be specific to 453 

the credit gap the candidate needs to fill. The candidate must utilize the 454 

system under the supervision of an ICCB-funded Adult Education 455 

program or a Regional Office of Education. 456 

 457 

4) High school equivalency exam section. Candidates may complete no more 458 

than two subject areas of any high school equivalency exam approved by 459 

ICCB. A passing score on one subject area of a high school equivalency 460 

exam shall be considered equivalent to one year of high school credit in a 461 

relevant subject area.  462 

 463 

A) Candidates may use passing scores from GED® examinations 464 

taken in Illinois prior to 2014. 465 

 466 

B) Candidates may use passing scores from TASC™ examinations 467 

taken in Illinois between 2016-2020. 468 
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 469 

C) All high school equivalency scores must be accessed through, and 470 

verified by, the Regional Office of Education in which the test 471 

score was certified. 472 

 473 

b) ROEs will not accept records of high school equivalency test scores brought in by 474 

candidates. 475 

 476 

Section 1507.250  Transcript Reviews 477 

 478 

a) Transcript reviews are completed by the Regional Office of Education for the 479 

candidate's county of residence and the ICCB for all Cook County residents.  480 

 481 

b) The Regional Offices of Education and the ICCB will charge a fee for the initial 482 

transcript review as determined by ICCB. 483 

 484 

c) ICCB may be consulted for a second opinion on a transcript review. The reviewer 485 

must provide a copy of the candidate's transcripts and a copy of their initial 486 

review. 487 

 488 

d) Candidates must seek the transcript review at the ROE for their county of 489 

residence. 490 

 491 

e) Candidates must provide official transcripts from any source utilized to fill credit 492 

gaps. No unsealed transcript provided by the candidate will be accepted. 493 


