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SOURCE:  Adopted at 6 Ill. Reg. 14262, effective November 3, 1982; codified at 7 Ill. Reg. 135 

2332; amended at 7 Ill. Reg. 16118, effective November 22, 1983; Sections 1501.103, 1501.107 136 

and 1501.108 recodified to 2 Ill. Adm. Code 5175 at 8 Ill. Reg. 6032; amended at 8 Ill. Reg. 137 

14262, effective July 25, 1984; amended at 8 Ill. Reg. 19383, effective September 28, 1984; 138 

emergency amendment at 8 Ill. Reg. 22603, effective November 7, 1984, for a maximum of 150 139 

days; emergency amendment at 8 Ill. Reg. 24299, effective December 5, 1984, for a maximum of 140 

150 days; amended at 9 Ill. Reg. 3691, effective March 13, 1985; amended at 9 Ill. Reg. 9470, 141 

effective June 11, 1985; amended at 9 Ill. Reg. 16813, effective October 21, 1985; amended at 142 

10 Ill. Reg. 3612, effective January 31, 1986; amended at 10 Ill. Reg. 14658, effective August 143 

22, 1986; amended at 11 Ill. Reg. 7606, effective April 8, 1987; amended at 11 Ill. Reg. 18150, 144 

effective October 27, 1987; amended at 12 Ill. Reg. 6660, effective March 25, 1988; amended at 145 

12 Ill. Reg. 15973, effective September 23, 1988; amended at 12 Ill. Reg. 16699, effective 146 

September 23, 1988; amended at 12 Ill. Reg. 19691, effective November 15, 1988; amended at 147 

13 Ill. Reg. 1182, effective January 13, 1989; amended at 13 Ill. Reg. 14904, effective September 148 

12, 1989; emergency amendment at 14 Ill. Reg. 299, effective November 9, 1989, for a 149 

maximum of 150 days; emergency amendment expired on April 9, 1990; amended at 14 Ill. Reg. 150 

4126, effective March 1, 1990; amended at 14 Ill. Reg. 10762, effective June 25, 1990; amended 151 

at 14 Ill. Reg. 11771, effective July 9, 1990; amended at 14 Ill. Reg. 13997, effective August 20, 152 

1990; expedited correction at 18 Ill. Reg. 3027, effective August 20, 1990; amended at 15 Ill. 153 

Reg. 10929, effective July 11, 1991; amended at 16 Ill. Reg. 12445, effective July 24, 1992; 154 

amended at 16 Ill. Reg. 17621, effective November 6, 1992; amended at 17 Ill. Reg. 1853, 155 

effective February 2, 1993; amended at 18 Ill. Reg. 4635, effective March 9, 1994; amended at 156 

18 Ill. Reg. 8906, effective June 1, 1994; amended at 19 Ill. Reg. 2299, effective February 14, 157 

1995; amended at 19 Ill. Reg. 2816, effective February 21, 1995; amended at 19 Ill. Reg. 7515, 158 

effective May 26, 1995; amended at 21 Ill. Reg. 5891, effective April 22, 1997; amended at 22 159 

Ill. Reg. 2087, effective January 12, 1998; amended at 22 Ill. Reg. 17472, effective July 10, 160 

1998; amended at 24 Ill. Reg. 249, effective December 21, 1999; amended at 24 Ill. Reg. 17522, 161 

effective November 20, 2000; amended at 25 Ill. Reg. 7161, effective May 18, 2001; emergency 162 

amendment at 25 Ill. Reg. 12863, effective September 28, 2001, for a maximum of 150 days; 163 

emergency expired February 24, 2002; amended at 26 Ill. Reg. 646, effective January 7, 2002; 164 

amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 17204, effective October 31, 2003; amended at 28 Ill. Reg. 14092, 165 

effective October 18, 2004; amended at 29 Ill. Reg. 6239, effective April 25, 2005; amended at 166 

30 Ill. Reg. 2755, effective February 21, 2006; amended at 32 Ill. Reg. 16396, effective 167 

September 23, 2008; amended at 40 Ill. Reg. 14054, effective September 29, 2016; amended at 168 

41 Ill. Reg. 11274, effective August 28, 2017; amended at 41 Ill. Reg. 15723, effective 169 

December 18, 2017; amended at 42 Ill. Reg. 2819, effective January 24, 2018; amended at 42 Ill. 170 

Reg. 18869, effective October 3, 2018; amended at 42 Ill. Reg. 24855, effective December 17, 171 

2018; amended at 43 Ill. Reg. 7454, effective June 20, 2019; amended at 44 Ill. Reg. 18680, 172 
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effective November 13, 2020; amended at 45 Ill. Reg. 1616, effective January 21, 2021; 173 

amended at 45 Ill. Reg. 12514, effective September 21, 2021; emergency amendment at 46 Ill. 174 

Reg. 15357, effective August 24, 2022, for a maximum of 150 days; emergency expired January 175 

20, 2023; amended at 47 Ill. Reg. 2227, effective February 1, 2023; amended at 47 Ill. Reg. 176 

11426, effective July 11, 2023; amended at 47 Ill. Reg. 14801, effective October 6, 2023; 177 

amended at 48 Ill. Reg. 10170, effective June 25, 2024; amended at 50 Ill. Reg. ______, 178 

effective ____________. 179 

 180 

SUBPART E:  FINANCE 181 

 182 

Section 1501.520  Lincoln's Challenge Scholarship Grants  183 

 184 

a) Lincoln's Challenge Scholarship Grants shall be vouchered to community 185 

colleges.  186 

 187 

b) A student that earns a State of Illinois High School Diploma through graduation at 188 

the Lincoln's Challenge Academy or that attends the Lincoln's Challenge 189 

Academy but returns to, and earns a high school diploma from, a public high 190 

school recognized by the Illinois State Board of Education, can qualify for a 191 

Lincoln's Challenge Scholarship if the student meets the following 192 

criteria:Students can qualify for their first Lincoln's Challenge Scholarship Grant 193 

if they meet the following criteria:  194 

 195 

1) Graduate from the Lincoln's Challenge Academy;  196 

 197 

2) Earn a high school equivalency certificate;  198 

 199 

13) EnrollsEnroll at an Illinois public community college in a certificate or 200 

degree program the next semester following graduation;  201 

 202 

24) MaintainsMaintain and completescomplete an academic course load of at 203 

least six credit hours in each fall and spring semester; and  204 

 205 

35) PresentsPresent the "notification of award" letter signed by the Executive 206 

Director of the Illinois Community College Board to the community 207 

college at the time of registration.  208 

 209 

c) The scholarship amount will be awarded up to $2,0001,000 per student per 210 

semester for up to four successive semesters, and must to be used toward the 211 

completion of a degree or certificate program. Scholarships for the summer 212 

semester will not be awarded.  213 

 214 

d) The scholarship grants shall be used to cover the cost of education, which 215 
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includes tuition, books, fees, and required educational supplies for specific 216 

programs or classes.  217 

 218 

e) The scholarship may be deferred for up to two semesters through submission of a 219 

deferral application.  The application must be postmarked by August 10 for the 220 

fall semester and January 10 for the spring semester.  Deferral applications 221 

submitted electronically will be considered postmarked on the date sent.  The only 222 

criteria for deferral that must be met is timely submission of the request. 223 

 224 

fe) To remain qualified for a Lincoln's Challenge Scholarship Grant after initial 225 

awardenrollment, each semester a student must:  226 

 227 

1) Submit a renewal application to ICCB requesting continuation of the 228 

scholarship for the following semester.   229 

 230 

2) Submit a grade transcript showing successful completion of a minimum of 231 

six credit hours in the previous semester and a minimum Grade Point 232 

Average of 2.0. 233 

 234 

3) Submit a grade transcript and application postmarked by August 10July 1 235 

for application to the fall semester and January 1 for application to the 236 

spring semester. Applications submitted electronically will be considered 237 

postmarked on the date sent. 238 

 239 

4) Meet with the community college's designated Lincoln's Challenge 240 

Scholarship coordinator at the time of enrollment and at mid-semester, and 241 

arrange an exit interview before completing the semester. 242 

 243 

5) Comply with academic standards as defined by college policy.  Exceptions 244 

to this subsection (fe)(5), such as extenuating circumstances, shall be 245 

documented and reviewed by ICCB staff and the college's Lincoln's 246 

Challenge Scholarship coordinator.  247 

 248 

gf) Scholarship recipients shall notify ICCB of changes to contact information 249 

(including mailing address, email address, or phone number) or if the recipient 250 

enrolls in a community college other than the one listed on the original 251 

application.  252 

 253 

hg) The grant will only reimburse the college at the in-district tuition rate. 254 

 255 

ih) To receive the reimbursement, colleges must submit vouchers during the semester 256 

the student is enrolled or payment cannot be guaranteed.  The following 257 

information must be submitted to ICCB for each student: 258 
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 259 

1) Name; 260 

 261 

2) Program of study; 262 

 263 

3) Course schedule (including credit hours); and 264 

 265 

4) Costs broken out by tuition, fees, books and required educational supplies. 266 

 267 

ji) The number of scholarships awarded each year is contingent upon the amount of 268 

funds appropriated.  The scholarships cannot be guaranteed to students even if all 269 

criteria are met.  The distribution of available funds among new and renewed 270 

scholarships will be determined by the Illinois Community College Board to 271 

maximize use of the funds. 272 

 273 

kj) Community colleges may credit student accounts pending reimbursement, but are 274 

not required to waive tuition should funds not be appropriated. 275 

 276 

l) Scholarship awardees will receive a notification letter providing information on 277 

the scholarship's requirements and information to be provided to the community 278 

college for reimbursement. Scholarship awardees who become ineligible due to 279 

completing the scholarship, no longer meeting the requirements for the 280 

scholarship, or not requesting a deferral will be notified that their scholarship 281 

eligibility has been terminated. 282 

 283 

(Source:  Amended at 50 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 284 


